DAILY BIBLE STUDIES 

"WHOSE MONEY IS IT, ANYWAY?” – PART 4   

SELECTED SCRIPTURE
MAY 14 – MAY 21, 2006

THE LORD'S DAY - This week will be the last part of our mini-study concerning Biblical stewardship and giving.  We have by no means exhausted all that the Bible has to say on this subject, but we pray that what we’ve shared from God’s Word has blessed and challenged you.  We will conclude this study with a look at giving to the Lord’s work and the local church, realizing there are other areas of our lives that we are to give as well.  Read Acts 20:35. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today? 

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to teach you from His Word this week.

MONDAY – Today we will take a quick look at a word and subject that causes much confusion for many Christians.  The word is “tithe.”  Tithing is the practice of giving a “tenth” of ones income, and is an Old English word that means exactly that.  Both the Hebrew and Greek equivalent of the word are mathematical terms which mean “tenth,” in the Hebrew – maasrah (a tenth) and the Greek – apodekatoo (to tithe).  The Bible is very clear that in both the Old and New Testament times tithing was the paying of taxes (Numbers 18:25-30, Deuteronomy 12:10-11, 17-18, 14:28-29, Matthew 17:24-27, 23:23, Luke 18:12).  In these verses we find that the tithe was a mandatory tax used to fund Israel’s divinely instituted human government.  We will look further into this subject tomorrow.  Read Deuteronomy 16:10, 17 and Exodus 35:4-5.  Notice that even in Old Testament the people also brought “freewill” offerings above and beyond their “tithes”. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to help you to give to Him out of a heart of love and not to view giving as just a “requirement.” 

TUESDAY – Yesterday we mentioned that the people in the Old Testament gave voluntarily over and above the required tithe (tax).  Read through these other examples of such generous giving—Exodus 35:21-22. 29, 36:5-6, 1 Chronicles 29:9-10, 16.  We also find that the tithe of the Old Testament under the Mosaic Law was as much as 25% per year, far more than 10%.  The New Testament is clear in its teaching that under the New Covenant, believers are to give generously and sacrificially from a heart of love for God, not according to a mandatory percentage.  The key principle to remember is that true giving will be a sacrifice from the giver, for he/she understands IT IS NOT THEIR MONEY ANYWAY! Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-7.  This is how a true believer should give. 
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to help you be the kind of giver that He approves of according to His Word. 

WEDNESDAY – The next few days we will look at some principles that should be involved in our giving.  These give “integrity” to our giving.  The first of these principles we went over earlier.  1. Voluntary Giving (2 Corinthians 9:7).  We should give voluntarily, not being manipulated.  If you don’t want to give to God you ought to examine your heart, for this is an ungodly attitude. 2. Proportionate Giving (2 Corinthians 8:11-12).  A person should give to God out of what they have been given.  God does not want you going into debt to “give Him a gift” or “plant a seed.”  This is not to say that a person shouldn’t stretch themselves if God prompts them, and they ought to be sacrificing and possibly rearranging their budget if it is not GOD CENTERED.  3. Balanced Giving (2 Corinthians 8:13-15).  Paul is speaking here of giving which helps and meets needs in the body of Christ.  He is not speaking of communism or socialism, but a balance of resources to meet others needs in the body. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Ask God to help you to develop “integrity” in your giving, that you would have a moral, ethical, and sound pattern established over your finances.

THURSDAY – Today we finish this section of our study with a few more principles that mark “giving with integrity”.  4. Giving Directed by Godly Leadership (2 Corinthians 8:16-21).  We find that Paul wasn’t alone in this collection for the Jerusalem church.  There were other Godly men involved (i.e. Titus the brother). You need to make sure that your giving doesn’t go to just any group that claims to be  “Christian,” but to ministries that are obviously led by Godly pastors and elders who are obviously gifted by the Spirit to oversee the Lord’s church in a solid Biblical way.  Men who love Christ are solid in their grasp of Scripture and live a life that proves they are walking in the Spirit.  5. Giving that Expresses Love (2 Corinthians 8:24).  6. Exemplary Giving (2 Corinthians 9:1-4).  Giving that has integrity sets an example of excellence to others.                                       

 What principles in these verses are applicable to my life today?  

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to really work in your heart, that these principles would be a part of the fabric of your life and character. 

FRIDAY – Today I want to look at the path to real prosperity.  It won’t take long with a TV remote or radio dial in your hand to come across the false teaching of the “prosperity gospel” so rampant today.  Their message is basically that God wants all of His followers to be rich and have all the luxuries this world has to offer.  Their message is a greed driven heresy.  Let’s briefly peak at what God says is the true way to real prosperity.  God does teach that we will be rewarded and reap according to how we sow (2 Corinthians 9:6).  We find some glorious benefits in 2 Corinthians 9:7-15 that are there for the true giver and will more than help the true child of God enjoy “true prosperity”-- 1. Love from God (verse 7).  2. Generosity from God  (verse 8).  3. Giving True Glory to God (verses 11-13)  4. True Friends Given by God (verse 14).  5. Likeness to God  (verse 15). 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to help you to truly cultivate a life that is marked by all the truths we have looked at the past 4 weeks. 

SATURDAY – Finally, let us always remember, we are to give God ALL of us.  The true child of God gives to the Lord their life, their monetary giving is just one of the many expressions of their manifest love for God that He has placed in their hearts.  Are you a living sacrifice (Romans 12:2, 1 Peter 2:5)?  May we give ALL we have, every area of our lives, to our great and glorious and gracious God.  He deserves NOTHING LESS.  And remember beloved, God’s provision for His own will never fail and He will always care for their needs.  Praise God!  Read 1 Kings 17:8-16. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Lord God, may I serve You and offer You my ALL as a sacrifice, for You are worthy both now and forever-amen.

